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A Conference of Arab Education Ministers was held in 4 

Baghdad on February 22 to 29# It was attended by Ministers 
from eleven members of the Arab League, as well as Qatar, 
while Lebanon and Morocco were represented by their Ambassadors 
in Baghdad (although the Lebanese Education Minister arrived 
in time for the last two sessions). 

2. The two main aims of the Conference were to define the 
basic constitution and purpose of an Arab Organisation for 
Science, Education and Culture, on the lineB of~P,ILJS«S.'CLb « 
and to revise xne original Arab Cultural Charter of 1945 • 

Drafts for both of these were presented by the Iraqi delegation, 
but we understand from the Tunisian Charg^ d 1 Affaires who was 
a member of his country's delegation to the Conference, that 
both drafts originated with the Arab League Secretariat in Cairo 
and that neither was a specifically Iraqi venture. 


3. There had been considerable delays in preparing the drafts, 
and final versions of them were not available for the inspection 
of delegates until the opening day of the Conference, As a 
result, delegates were unable to formulate their views on'.the 
proposals placed before them, and debates in plenary session 
and in the various committees which were formed were of a low 
standard, Moreover, everyone had tended to quibble about the 
wording of the proposals, instead of standing back- to consider 
whether the ideas underlying them were sound. 


4. Nevertheless, despite this and despite a widespread feeling 
on the part of many delegations that the idea of an Arab League 
imitation of U.N.E.S.C.O. would involve unnecessary duplication 
of effort and considerable waste of funds, extensive, and not 
always adroit, lobbying for these proposals was carried out by 
the Iraqi delegation to the Conference, and by Abdul Khaliq 
Hassouna, the Secretary General of the Arab League, who was 
present throughout the Conference, As a result, no-one liked 

( to vote against the proposals, although many delegations must 
have gone home with reservations about the extent to which 
their Governments will be prepared to implement all their 
oliuses. Our Tunisian informant, for one, thought that his 
country had no intention of paying more than token subscriptions 
to the new Organisation. 
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5. We have not yet seen the full text of the new Cultural 
Unity Pact, or the proposed constitution of tlie new Scientific, 
Educational and Cultural Organisation, but I hope to send 

you copies of these by next week’s bag. We understand that 
the Cultural Unity Pact will come intu operation one month 
after ratification by any three of the signatories* Iraq 
ratified the Pact un March 1, and it should therefore appear 
in the Official Gazette shortly. The Organisatim will not 
come into being until the Paot becomes operative, 

6. Other questions discussed by the Conference included 
the education of children of Palestinian refugees; it was 
agreed that there should in future be a much wider interchange 
of school and university teachers between member States of 
the Arab League and that a joint fund should be established, 
with Arab capital, to finance school-building projects. 

Special consideration was to be given to the educational needs 
of Algeria and Morocco, while students from Oman were to be 
given financial assistance to enable them to obtain higher 
education abroad. Common educational standards should be 
maintained and the ages of children undergoing education at 

the various levels should also be standardised. The Conference 
also passed various resolutions calling for the wider diss¬ 
emination of the Arabic language and better facilities for 
teaching it to foreigners. Centres should be established 
to promote the spread of Arab culture and counter the activities 
of Zionist propagandists. 

7. So far as the Baghdad press and public were concerned, 
the Conference aroused little interest. President Arif did 
not attend the-opening ceremony in person, as he had been 
expected to do, although he received the delegations, individually 
and collectively, on a number of occasions at his Palace, 

Editorial comment in the press was limited to a few sterile 
eulogies on the advantages of greater inter-Arab co-operation 

and the vast educational and cultural benefits which would 
undoubtedly accrue from such a Conference. 

8. Administrative arrangements for the Conference followed 
the normal Iraqi pattern of improvisation; meetings were held 
in the new Parliament Buildings, from some of who3e offices 
members of the Foreign Ministry had to be temporarily evicted 
to make room for delegates. The haphazard way in which the 
Iraqis undertook the Conference’s organisation is perhaps best 
illustrated by the display of flags in frent of the building. 
Whereas one might have expected a neat row of identical poles, 
with each country’s flag flying proudly from its own mast, the 
flags of the participating nations were of several different 
shapes and sizos, and were suspended from a rope strung between 
two palm trees, looking exactly like a line of washing. 
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9. In the context of Stephen Egerton's letter (1036/10/64 
of February 29) about closer U.A.R./Iraqi co-operation, it 
i9 perhaps of interest that the members of the U.A.R. 
delegation remained behind, when the other delegations left, 
for two meetings with President Arif and a 2-day trip of 
inspection to the Northern Liwas. 


10, I am sending copies of this letter to the Chanceries 
at Amman, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, Kuwait, Algiers, Tunis, 
Tripoli, Rabat, Khartoum, and Jeddah, and the Political 
Agencies at Bahrain and Doha, 


(D.K. Haskell) 
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HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S 
POLITICAL RESIDENCY 


NitotL M i%4-. 


British Residency, 
P.O. Box 3, 
Bahrain. 


(17U0) 


POLITICAL RESIDENCY, 


COHPIDST.TlAL 


HAHRAIH. 

March 2L» 196L. 



Please refer to Haskell'a letter 1747/3/6L 
of March 7 to Haradau about a Conference of Arab 
Education Ministers held la Baghdad oa February 22 
to 29. 


2. Ye were Interested to learn that Qatar had been 
represented at the Conference, and would welcome 
any Information you can give us about the background 
to this* Can you say whether Qatar has previously 
been represented at any such meeting arranged by 
the Arab League? 

3. I am sending copies of this letter to Haskell 
In Baghdad and to Versden In Eastern Department. 


(F. D. W. Brown) 


P. VoKearnsy, Keq. , 

British Political Agency, 

DORA. 
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